ORDINANCE NO. 0-001-2026

CITY OF SOUTHSIDE
COUNTY OF ETOWAH
STATE OF ALABAMA

AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE COLLECTION, STORAGE,
NOTICE, SALE, AND DISPOSITION OF ABANDONED AND LOST
PROPERTY; TO ESTABLISH DEFINITIONS, PROCEDURES, AND

PENALTIES; AND TO PROVIDE FOR RELATED MATTERS.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Southside deems it necessary and in the public interest to
regulate the collection, storage, disposition, and sale of abandoned and lost property found within the
corporate limits of the City; and

WHEREAS, Alabama law authorizes municipalities to adopt ordinances for the taking up and storing of
abandoned and lost personal property and to sell the same in a manner consistent with statute.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
SOUTHSIDE, ALABAMA, as follows:

SECTION 1. TITLE

This ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the “Abandoned and Lost Property Ordinance” of
the City of Southside.

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS
For purposes of this ordinance:

1. Abandoned Property. Any personal property (shall include any property other than real
property) found within the City that appears to be abandoned or unclaimed by its owner for a
period of time deemed unreasonable under the circumstances, including but not limited to
vehicles, bicycles, machinery, equipment, or other tangible items.

2. Lost Property. Personal property (shall include any property other than real property) that is
unintentionally left at a location within the City and for which the owner is unknown or cannot
be promptly identified.

3. Custodian. The Southside Police Department or its designee is responsible for the taking up,
storage, and management of abandoned or lost property.

4. Owner/Claimant. A person asserting ownership or right to possession of abandoned or lost
property.

5. Public Notice. Notification by publication on a city-maintained website, or by posting at City
Hall, as required by this ordinance.
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SECTION 3. AUTHORITY TO TAKE UP AND STORE PROPERTY

(a) The Custodian or any City officer or employee is authorized to take up and store abandoned, stolen,
or lost property found within the City, or its Police Jurisdiction, and to sell the same in the manner
provided in this Ordinance, in accordance with applicable state law

(b) A permanent record shall be maintained by the Custodian of each item taken, including the date
found, location, description of the property, and any identifying marks or serial numbers.

(c) The Custodian shall make reasonable efforts to identify and notify the owner or lienholder of record
when such information is available.

(d) Property shall be stored in a suitable place to protect it from damage or deterioration, provided that,
if the property is perishable, the same may be sold at once, without notice, in which case the city shall
hold the proceeds for a period of six months for the account of the owner. If not called for within that
time, it shall be converted into the general fund of the city.

SECTION 4. NOTICE REQUIREMENTS

(a) When the identity of the owner of abandoned or lost property can be reasonably ascertained, the
Custodian shall make a reasonable effort to notify the owner in writing, via certified mail or other
verifiable means, informing the owner of the time and place the property may be reclaimed.

(b) Notice shall state the deadline for reclamation and the potential for sale or disposal if unclaimed.

SECTION 5. REDEMPTION PERIOD

(a) Except as provided in Section 6, the owner or lienholder of lost or abandoned property shall have the
right to reclaim it within 45 days of written notice or, if notice cannot be sent, from the date the property
was taken into custody, up until its sale.

(b) Reasonable storage, administrative, and towing fees may be charged against the property and
deducted from proceeds upon sale, if applicable.

SECTION 6. DISPOSAL OF UNCLAIMED PROPERTY
(a) If abandoned or lost property is not claimed within the redemption period:

1. Non-perishable Property: At least every six months, the Custodian shall sell, or cause to be
sold at public auction to the highest bidder for cash, the property which has been taken up and
stored for a period of three months or more, to the extent such sale is permitted by state law,
other than perishable property as provided in subsection 2 of this section, property held for
evidence in any pending case and illegal or dangerous substances or contraband.

2. Perishable or Dangerous Property: Such property may be sold or otherwise disposed of
immediately, if necessary to prevent loss or hazard, with proceeds held for the owner for a period
not less than six months.

3. Vehicles and Titled Property: Motor vehicles and other titled personal property shall be
disposed of in accordance with applicable Alabama law and reporting requirements, including
reporting unclaimed vehicles to the Alabama Department of Revenue where required.

4. Each Article shall be sold separately and a notation in the storage record book shall be made of
the amount received for each article. The person making the sale shall have the right to reject any
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or all bids if the amounts bid are unreasonably low, and shall have the right to continue the sales
from time to time if no bidders are present.

(b) Proceeds from the sale of unclaimed property shall be applied first to costs of towing, storage,

administrative charges, and sale expenses. Any remaining funds shall be held for the owner or lienholder
for a period of six months and then deposited into the City’s general fund if unclaimed.

SECTION 7. RECORDS AND ACCOUNTING

The Custodian shall maintain records of all abandoned or lost property taken up, notices issued, storage
charges, sales, and disposition of proceeds. Such records shall be open for inspection by any person
during normal City business hours.

SECTION 8. PENALTIES

Any person who knowingly removes, transfers, conceals, or otherwise disposes of abandoned or lost
property under the control of the City without proper authorization shall be subject to fine or penalties as
provided by the general penal provisions of the City’s code of ordinances.

SECTION 9. SEVERABILITY

If any section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held invalid or
unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions.

SECTION 10. EFFECTIVE DATE

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its adoption and publication as provided by law.

Joey Statum, Mayor Keith Clay, Councilmember
Jennifer McGriff, Councilmember Joseph Hutchins, Councilmember
Shane Hamm, Councilmember Danny Garnett, Councilmember
ATTEST:

Cindy Beshears, City Clerk

Page 3 of 4



ORDINANCE NO. 0-001-2026

CERTIFICATION OF ADOPTION

I, Cindy Beshears, City Clerk, hereby certify that the attached ordinance was duly adopted by the
Southside City Council in regular session assembled on the 27" day of January, 2026, and is recorded in
the official minutes of the City of Southside City Council.

Cindy Beshears, City Clerk

CERTIFICATION OF PUBLICATION

I, Cindy Beshears, City Clerk for the City of Southside, Alabama, do hereby affirm that the foregoing
ordinance was duly adopted and approved on the 27 day of January, 2026. The foregoing ordinance
was duly posted on the 28" day of January, 2026, at the City of Southside City Hall and two other public
places within the city limits of the City of Southside, Alabama.

Signed this the 28™ day of January, 2026.

Cindy Beshears, City Clerk
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